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IRI scores show continuous gains
5-year effort makes a difference in reading skills

Five years after Idaho launched an
aggressive campaign to improve the reading
skills of its youngest students, results show
the effort is working. Spring results from the
Idaho Reading Indicator released in June by
the State Department of Education show con-
tinued steady gains in performance with more
students reaching state goals.

“l commend teachers and administra-
tors across the state for their sustained hard
work. This success is a credit to their dedica-
tion and attention to the needs of individual
students,” said Dr. Marilyn Howard,
Superintendent of Public Instruction. “We are
especially proud of the continuous improve-
ment of our Native American and Hispanic
students.”

Overall results improve

Students in kindergarten through third
grade took the Spring Idaho Reading Indicator
(IRI) this past April and May. The spring IRI
is one of three progressively more difficult
reading tests given each year to students in
kindergarten, first, second, and third grades as
part of a state reading initiative, launched in
1999.

The spring 2005 results show that
more students reached the highest standard -
at grade level - on the IRI than the previous
four years. Data show the percentage of stu-
dents at grade level has increased across the
four grade levels tested since 2001:

- In the spring of 2005, 80 percent of
exiting kindergartners scored at the highest
level compared to 57 percent four years ago.

- First and second graders rose to 70
percent reaching the highest standard in 2005,
up from 52 and 53 percent respectively in
2001.

- Third graders improved from under
half (49 percent) in 2001, to 66 percent reach-
ing the highest standard in 2005.

Achievement gap

The focus of the state's reading initia-
tive is to use the Idaho Reading Indicator to
identify students who may be having difficul-
ty and provide those students additional help
to reach the standard.

During the past five years, several
groups with large percentages of students not
meeting the standard have made strong gains
toward closing the performance gap. The
state’s overall gain is fueled in part by
improved performance by Limited English,
Hispanic, Native American, and special edu-
cation students.
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Idaho has four years of “cohort data” for two groups: Students who
began school in 2001 as kindergartners (blue line) and students who
began school in 2002 as kindergartners (pink line). Spring 2006 data
will complete the information for 2003 kindergartners (yellow line).

State identifies schools

In addition to releasing spring scores,
the department also published a legislatively
mandated list of schools that did not meet
state reading goals for kindergarten, first, and
second grades. The list is available on the
department's website www.sde.state.id.us/dept
or by calling the department's public informa-
tion department at 1 (800) 432-4601.

“Several of the schools identified were
very close to meeting the state's goals and the
effort should be recognized,” Howard said.
“Next year the challenge will be to maintain
this success as the goals increase substantial-

ly.”

Spring Idaho Reading Indicator
Percent of Students Reading at grade level

2005 2004 2003 2002 2001 5-year State goals

gain for proficiency

K 80% 78%  72% 64% 57% 23% 55% by 2005;
60% by 2006

1 70% 69% 65% 60% 52% 18% 65% by 2005;
70% by 2006

2 70% 69% 67% 62% 53% 17% 70% by 2005;
80% by 2006
3 66% 64% 62% 57%  49% 17% 85% by 2006

In 2001, the Legislature set reading
targets for schools to meet starting in the
spring of 2004 with kindergarten and first
grades. The goals increase and grade levels
are added until 2006 when 85 percent of third
graders are expected to be at grade level.

Of the state’s 355 elementary
schools,

- 7 schools did not meet the state goal
for kindergarten -- 55 percent at grade level

- 84 schools did not meet the state goal
for first grade -- 65 percent at grade level

- 63 schools did not meet the state goal
for second grade -- 70 percent at grade level

- Schools also could make state goals
if they showed a 5 percent increase in stu-
dents meeting grade level standards from fall
2004 to spring 2005.

About 20 of the schools that did not
meet the goals cannot be publicly listed
because they have less than 10 students in
kindergarten, first or second grades. Instead,
those schools will be responsible for directly
notifying parents that state goals were missed.

Of the schools identified, 27 schools
missed kindergarten and first grade goals for a
second year. Experts from the State
Department of Education will work with these
schools as required by law.
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